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How to design your guest bedroom?

Mara: “A guest room is the perfect place to go bold. It’s the same rationale for why hotels can be
exciting to stay in - it transports you to a place that is completely different from your regular living
environment. That's fun to do for your guests - create a retreat or fantasy that feels like vacation but is

still welcoming and homey. That is what [ work toward. You can pack a lot of personality in.

[ feel the same way about powder rooms. They're my favorite to do, which sounds funny, but I read
somewhere that powder rooms are one place in your home that every guest is likely to check out. I
think about that all the time. I'm inspired to take risks in small spaces knowing that I can make an

impression on a guest even if they only visit one time.”

What is one item that is expensive but makes a HUGE difference

Mara: “Ok, I have two answers: right size carpet and window treatments! These are two things that
clients always try to eliminate because they’re usually the most expensive part of the project, but I

believe they really bring everything together.

Some clients have new wood floors that they don’t want to cover with carpet. In other cases it could be
a cost issue. But without the right-sized carpet for the space, I just think the room can feel

disproportionate.

[ feel the same way about window treatments. Clients have great big windows that they don’t want to

cover, but to me it is all about layering. I thrive on the challenge of thinking through every component.”






